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REVIEWS 


of the food ingested is restricted to certain articles and the kidneys 
and bowels are either normal or have an increased activity. The 
writer states that to prevent the occurrence or recurrence of cancer, 
it is absolutely necessary to maintain a perfect vegetarian diet, 
which includes even the exclusion of eggs and milk from the food. 
The distribution of cancer is governed by the diet; those races 
indulging largely in meat are very prone to the tumor formation, 
while those partaking exclusively of a vegetarian or rice diet are 
comparatively free from the disease. 

According to Bulkley, “there have been plenty of good men 
who knew the disease and have reported favorable results, and 
even complete disappearance of cancer, under dietetic regimen 
and proper medication alone, without operative interference of any 
kind.” Several cases of cancer of the breast, with lymphatic gland 
enlargement, are cited which entirely recovered under vegetarian 
or rice diet and the free flushing of the intestinal and urinary tracts. 
The millennium insofar as the cure and prevention of cancer, has 
come if we all could only obtain the results of the writer of the * 
attractive and readable volume under discussion. F. C. K. 


Pyelography (Pyelo-ureterography) . A Study of the Normal 
and Pathological Anatomy of the Renal Pelvis and Ureter. 
By William F. Braascii, M.D., Mayo Clinic, Rochester, 
Minnesota. Containing 296 Pyelograms. Philadelphia and 
London: W. B. Saunders Company, 1915. 

To Braasch more than any man in this country belongs the 
credit of demonstrating the value of pyelography in the diagnosis 
of surgical diseases of the kidney. As the result of his large ex¬ 
perience and careful observations, he is especially fitted for the 
preparation of this excellent monograph which takes up every 
phase of the subject, including an exhaustive survey of the literature. 
The opening chapters contain a resume of the history of pyelo¬ 
graphy together with the accidents that may follow collargol 
injection. The author is of the opinion that these ill results are 
in the majority of instances attributable to faulty technic or im¬ 
proper selection of cases. He states that pyelography has proved 
of too great value to allow it to be discarded because of an occasional 
reaction, but it should be employed only with the strictest pre¬ 
cautions and by those who are expert in cystoscopic work. Numer¬ 
ous pyelograms are given illustrating the various types of the 
normal pelvis and ureter. Accompanying these are detailed 
descriptions, making the chapter of especial value. The succeeding 
chapters are devoted to deviations from normal as the result of 
disease. Both mechanical and inflammatory dilatations of the 
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pelvis are discussed from the standpoints of diagnosis and the 
types of cases suitable for injections. In cases of renal calculus, 
pyelography should be employed only when interpretation of the 
plate is doubtful or when exact localization is desirable. That 
pyelography is of decided value under such circumstances is nicely 
shown in numerous plates. The final chapters deal with tumors 
of the kidney and congenital anomalies in their relation to pelvic 
distortions, et cetera. We have nothing but praise for this mono¬ 
graph which presents the last word in pyelography. F. E. K. 


The Clinics of John B. Murphy, M.D., at Mercy Hospital, 
Chicago. Volume IV, Number II (April, 1915). Octavo, 197 
pages, 47 illustrations. Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saun¬ 
ders Company, 1915. 

The present issue of Murphy’s Clinics opens with a diagnostic 
talk by Dr. Murphy on osteomyelitis. While this is written in 
Dr. Murphy’s best vein, yet but little is added to what has been 
covered by four talks in previous numbers. 

The next case is one of “ Bony Lipping of the Right Acetabular 
Margin and of the Neck of the Femur Following a Metastatic 
Arthritis—Arthroplasty of the Hip—Cheilotomy.” Subscribers 
to the Clinics must have acquired a fair knowledge of this subject 
from the eight talks on the hip that have appeared in previous 
issues. The Roentgenogram presents the appearance of the common 
hypertrophic osteoarthritis, or morbus coxae. The operation is 
termed cheilotomy one place and cheilectomy another. 

Dr. Rodman’s talk on “ Carcinoma of the Breast” is very eluci¬ 
dative. His experience with Paget’s disease must have been ex¬ 
ceptionally extensive to warrant the phrase, “ Nearly all the patients 
with it that I have seen . . .” His interpretation of the pathology, 
that it is duct cancer with secondary cutaneous involvement, 
should be emphasized. He states in italics: “ The muscles are 
removed not because they are involved in the carcinovnatous process, 
as so many think, but simply for the reason that a thorough axillary 
dissection cannot be made with the muscles in situ,” If this is the 
only reason, why remove the pectorals at all? Why not reflect 
them and stitch them back, just as when one deals with the infra¬ 
hyoid muscles in the removal of a large goitre? Referring to ligation 
of the superior thoracic artery, Dr. Rodman says: “I have con¬ 
vinced myself by work in the dissecting-room that it is at least a 
hazardous, if not an unwarranted, procedure.” And yet on the 
very next page, “The superior thoracic, which is about the middle 
of the upper flap, is seized and ligated.” 

The fourth case is an inoperable carcinoma of the colon with 



